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WALES 
GREEN 
PARTY 



FOR THE 
COMMON 
GOOD 



Wales has been an optional extra for Westminster governments be they 
Labour or Tory, and that's just not good enough. Our rural communities have 
been purposely impoverished, and many of our towns left to rot as 
multinational corporations steal profits from local businesses. 

We need an economy which works for the common good. Greens would do 
what no other government has had the guts to do. For example Greens 
would split investment (casino) banking from high street banking, close the 
tax dodging loopholes, and make it impossible to repeat the failures of 2008. 
We would change taxation by instigating a Robin Hood tax on financial 
transactions, and we would create a stable investment environment so that 
our abundant renewable energy supplies could flourish. 

Greens would make changes Wales will be proud of. A Citizens Income for all 
will reward work rather than wealth. Properly planned investment in public 
transport would help us leave fossil fuels in the ground and allow us to 
manage the sorry state of our carbon emissions - which are the worst in 
Europe. 

Above all we would create jobs, decent jobs you can build a life on. Jobs in 
the industries of the future, and jobs to strengthen our communities. We 
very much hope you will join us in our Green vision for the future, and 
Vote Green on May 7 th ! 




Pippa Bartolotti Anthony Slaughter 

Leader Deputy Leader 

Wales Green Party Wales Green Party 



PHILOSOPHICAL BASIS 



The Philosophical Basis of the Green Party of England & Wales sets down the 
aims and beliefs of the party, and is the basis on which all its policies are 
founded. 



Green Politics is fundamentally different from other political ideologies 
because it is concerned with the relations between people and planet, as well 
as between people and people. Given the enormity of the planetary crisis, 
the effect of human activity on the planet should be the central political 
question today. 

To us sustainable development means learning how to live within the Earth's 
finite resources whilst preserving and enriching the fabric of our society. This 
in turn means sharing these limited resources fairly. Our actions should take 
account of the well-being of others and of future generations. We should not 
pursue our well-being to the detriment of theirs. Every living creature is not 
just shaped by the environment, but owes its very existence to it. Humans, 
and the civilisations we make, are no exception. 



Respect for the environment and the diversity it harbours is therefore 
essential. Greens do not believe that other species are expendable. As we 
harm the environment, so we harm ourselves. The Earth's physical resources 
are finite. We threaten our future if we try to live beyond those means. 



All human economic activity and social and cultural wellbeing are dependent 
upon the integrity of self-sustaining, self-managing natural systems. 
Continually increasing resource extraction, industrial throughput and waste 
production is entirely incompatible with ecological sustainability. Green 
economic policy must therefore promote the emergence of an economic 
system which recognises the limits of, and is compatible with, both the 
natural systems of the planet and the aspirations of the whole of humanity. 



GREEN POLITICS IS CONCERNED WITH THE 
RELATIONS BETWEEN PEOPLE AND PLANET. 
AS WELL AS BETWEEN PEOPLE AND PEOPLE. 



PHILOSOPHICAL BASIS continued 



To achieve global ecological sustainability, with equity and social justice, the 
industrialised countries must actively reduce the physical burden they place 
on the planet and must, by example, encourage and support the less 
industrialised countries in adopting appropriate development strategies. 

We believe that new indicators need to be adopted for measuring economic 
activity. We would replace GDP (grossly distorted picture!) with accurate 
measures of social and environmental health and quality of life. 

We believe we should move towards a society characterised by social justice 
and wellbeing for all. By sustainable social justice we mean the fair and 
equitable distribution of environmental, social and economic resources 
between people, places and generations. 

A healthy society is founded on co-operation and based on respect for those 
of a different gender, race, sexuality, age or religion. It is a society without 
prejudice. 



DEMOCRACY & LEVELS OF ADMINISTRATION 



Politics is too often conducted in a polarised, confrontational atmosphere 
and in a situation remote from those that it affects. It gives too much 
responsibility to a few, and too little to the many. We must develop 
decentralised, participative systems that encourage individuals to control the 
decisions, which affect their own lives and localities 

We believe that our current First Past The Post electoral system is a major 
contributor to the lack of engagement with democratic activity. We 
appreciate that the voting system for the Welsh Assembly is more 
representative. We will argue for further changes to make the electoral 
system more proportionate at each level of government and hence make 
each vote count as equal. 

We believe that the starting position should be that all powers are devolved 
from Westminster to the Welsh Government except for those that are best 
retained at a UK level. Equally we believe that the Welsh Government should 
devolve powers to the Welsh Local Authorities on issues that can be decided 
at Local Authority level. 



ECONOMY 



The main issue for many at this election is the economy. Many people have 
very practical concerns: job security; the struggle to meet mortgage or rent 
payments; the choice between eating and heating; benefit sanctions; student 
loan repayments and many more. 

Our solutions to these worries are very different from the other parties. The 
Coalition Parties and Labour agree on one thing about the economy - it's got 
to grow at all costs even if those costs include ruining our climate and 
environment, tolerating ever increasing inequality and the insecurity of zero 
hours contracts and massive underemployment. We're now being told that 
growth has returned to the UK, yet what are the results? One in four children 
living in poverty, almost a million people relying on food banks, increasing 
household debt levels and a society so unequal that the top 1 % are worth as 
much as the bottom 55%. 

We don't agree with this growth objective. We think the economy should 
work for us all. We want a one planet economy that will address the 
challenge of climate change and unacceptable growing levels of inequality. 
Our economic policies would promote a fair, just and more equal society 
while recognising that we live on a finite planet. 

Green Party economic policies would ensure decent, secure jobs and make 
the minimum wage a living wage. We would increase investment in 
renewable energy and energy efficiency creating thousands of clean, green 
jobs. The financial sector, whose greed and recklessness has been a major 
cause of our recent economic difficulties, would be stabilised and tightly 
regulated. We would create a robust taxation system that promotes equality 
and sustainability. 

The range of Green Party economic policies would create a fairer, more 
sustainable and more equal society and offer a real alternative to the failed 
austerity project. 



ONE 




PLANET 


ECONOMY 





PEACE AND DEFENCE 



We are an internationalist Party and we want to live in a world that is just and 
fair, secure and peaceful, where human rights are universally respected. Our 
policies would make Britain a force for international good, respected 
throughout the global community, with coherent foreign policies based on 
building effective and cooperative security relations across the world. 

Our recent history has been scarred by involvement in ill-advised military 
interventions that have undermined our national and international security. 
The Green Party opposed these interventions, which have brought havoc to 
Iraq and Libya and only fragile gains in Afghanistan, as well as driving an 
increased terrorist threat closer to home. All at the cost of many precious 
lives and vast amounts of money and other resources that would be better 
used for other needs. 



Our policies would ensure that UK security and defence policies are 
consistent with international law, including international humanitarian law. 
We would save £1 00 billion over the next 30 years by cancelling Trident 
replacement and decommissioning existing nuclear forces and facilities. We 
would restructure and update our security and defence establishments and 
services to contribute to the international good and take a leading role in 
preventing violent conflict, genocide and war crimes overseas. This would be 
achieved by helping to develop local capacities to avoid, manage and resolve 
conflicts and enhancing the UK's well respected role in genuine peacekeeping 
and the protection of non-combatant communities. 



WE WOULD SAVE £100 BILLION OVER THE 
NEXT 30 YEARS BY CANCELLING TRIDENT 
REPLACEMENT AND DECOMMISSIONING 
REPL cc AMD FACILIT 
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EXISTING NUCLEAR FORCES AND FACILITIES. 




The following policy areas are devolved to the 
National Assembly in Wales. We have outlined in 
brief our ideology on these policies. These will be 
detailed in next year's Assembly Election Manifesto. 



CLIMATE CHANGE 



Climate Change is one of the worst environmental hazards facing human 
society and the rest of the biosphere. The detrimental effects of human- 
induced global warming so far on human societies and ecosystems are 
already severe. Future effects over the next few decades will be far worse. 

As climate change is a global issue it is a clear example of the need for global 
environmental cooperation. This is indeed happening, if far too slowly. The 
fifth major 'Assessment Reports' was issued by the IPCC during 2014 which 
clearly documents the causes and impacts of climate change. 

In Wales, there would be a major programme of investment in energy 
conservation, energy efficient appliances, public transport and renewable 
energy technology. We would institute a national publicity campaign on the 
threats from climate change, the need to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide 
and other greenhouse gases, and how individuals can play their part in this. 
We will publicise the various ways in which measures to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions can provide immediate benefits to our quality of life, our 
economy and the environment, as well as delivering long-term benefits by 
tackling climate change. 
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ENERGY 



Energy is a key factor in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions accounting for over 
90% of Welsh emissions; just under 1 .7% of energy used in Wales was 
generated from renewable energy sources according to latest statistics for 
Wales 1 . Limiting climate impacts is a powerful reason for using energy more 
efficiently and changing to low carbon energy sources. 

Eradication of fuel poverty will be a priority: as many as 40% of households in 
Wales currently suffer fuel poverty 2 , an increase from about a quarter of 
households in fuel poverty in Wales in 2008, and much higher than in 
England. A Green government will also accelerate production of electricity 
from renewable and low carbon sources. We will rapidly develop new 
renewable energy capacity to meet reducing final energy demand, primarily 
through clean electricity generation. 

Innovation in energy efficiency, renewable energy and energy storage will 
require rapid training and upskilling of the workforce needed to design, 
construct, operate and manage radical change to the current energy system. 
Restructuring the Welsh energy system will significantly boost employment. 
Investment in energy efficiency and renewable energy will generate market 
value in products and innovations worth millions of pounds. 

1 h ttp://gov. wales/statistics-an d-research/en ergy-gen eration-consumption/ 
2 http://www. miller-research, co. uk/20 1 4/08/22/fuel-poverty-in-wales/ 



PLANNING 



Wales has its own planning challenges. Different regions of the country will 
have different needs and these needs will change over time. Planning policy 
in Wales will recognise the necessity of adapting to the changing nature of 
communities and development which encourages thriving, diverse, and 
equitable communities will be prioritised. Apprenticeship schemes in Wales 
would include opportunities for new entrants to the building industry to 
learn craft skills suitable for their locality e.g. dry stone walling in 
Snowdonia. 



We will require regional and local authorities to adopt a retail strategy, a 
retail regeneration plan and local competition policies to prevent high streets 
from being dominated by formula businesses, and to ensure fair market 
access for small, independent retailers. 

The effects of climate change will mean that it will no longer be practical for 
the continued use of some sites, including many homes, which are now liable 
to regular flooding. Central government would help those who are most 
affected. Government insurance schemes would be supported and extended 
to offer cover for those refused flooding cover by commercial companies, 
and there would be financial assistance to help with relocation for those 
whose properties have become uninhabitable. 



DEVELOPMENT WHICH ENCOURAGES 
THRIVING, DIVERSE. AND EQUITABLE 
COMMUNITIES WILL BE PRIORITISED. 



COUNTRYSIDE & AGRICULTURE 



Our vision for the countryside, rural economy, agricultural and forestry is to 
have self-reliant and climate-resilient rural communities that support local 
investment in farming and the countryside. The economic and social benefits 
would be retained locally by rural workers, whilst caring for habitats, wildlife 
and the wider world. We believe that we all have an obligation to live within 
the natural limits of our environment and to adopt lifestyles for rural work 
that will not irrevocably damage the countryside for future generations. 

We will strenuously defend the natural bio-diversity of Wales to protect the 
integrity and reputation of our agricultural sector by maintaining Wales's GM- 
free status. We want to see better safeguards that ensure all crops grown or 
imported into Wales are free of genetically modified organisms. We want 
strengthened bio-security measures to restrict the import and movement of 
plant and animal materials from regions where emerging diseases pose risks 
to indigenous species. We would discourage the widespread amalgamation 
of farms into large-scale monoculture agri-businesses. We will increase 
monitoring of watercourses and enforce penalties for pollution. We would 
phase out factory farming whilst strengthening animal welfare standards 
including banning live exports. We will seek the earliest possible withdrawal 
of inappropriate military training from protected landscapes. 

We want to increase the prevalence of organic farming, advocating increased 
financial incentives for farms to convert to organic status and providing an 
organic advisory service. We want to support less-intensive farming, small 
scale and family run rural enterprises. We want to improve access to land 
and affordable rural dwellings for new low-impact and small-scale farming. 




HOUSING 



Housing is one of our most basic needs. We believe that everyone has the 
right to a secure, affordable and decent home. For too long houses and flats 
have been seen primarily as sites of financial speculation rather than 
somewhere to call home, this speculation was at the heart of the financial 
crash seven years ago. We need to return housing to its original purpose: 
providing every one of us with an affordable and sustainable place to live. 

Wales Green Party policies would tackle the housing crisis in the interests of 
all for the good of society and the economy. We would significantly increase 
the number of social rented homes built every year. These homes would be 
built to high standards of sustainability and energy efficiency making them 
cheap to heat and power. In addition to building more social housing we 
would take action to bring more empty homes back into use and convert 
empty municipal buildings where appropriate. In Wales this could include 
extending the Houses into Homes scheme. We would also end the Right to 
Buy scheme which has depleted an already insufficient stock of social 
housing. 

Property and land taxes would be reformed to help curb the speculation that 
is such a key cause of the uncertainty and insecurity in the housing market 
and rental sector. We would also encourage and enable a greater level of 
democratic tenant participation in housing management. 



THE NUMBER OF SOCIAL RENT 
BUILT EVERY YEAR. 




TRANSPORT 



Wales Green Party policy aims to reduce the need to travel whilst increasing 
accessibility to public transport. Most of us should be able to walk to work, to 
local schools and to local shops. The creation of strong local economies is 
vital in this regard because it will mean people need to travel less. Greatly 
increased investment in public transport is also required to ensure 
accessibility to all, irrespective of age, wealth or disability, and to have the 
minimum impact on the environment. 

A key distinction between our transport policy and others is the emphasis on 
demand management rather than provision for anticipated demand. We 
want to provide what is necessary and efficient within ecological constraints. 
We reject simply providing for anticipated demand as wasteful, damaging 
and unsustainable. 



Our transport policies would therefore favour the following hierarchy: 
walking, cycling, public transport (which includes taxis), private motorised 
transport, air transport. Our policies on freight will favour reduction in 
movement through a reduction in overall consumption and an increase in 
consumption of locally produced goods, and sustainable methods of 
movement. We will aim to use the most up to date sustainable technologies 
for providing transport fuels. 

We seek to have full responsibility for transport in Wales under devolved 
powers rather than the current part measure. We would co-operate with 
English local authorities and Westminster on issues that affect both Wales 
and England. 



INCREASED 
INVESTMENT I 



PUBLIC TRANSPORT 



HEALTH & SOCIAL WELFARE 



The Wales Green Party will put greater emphasis on promoting public health 
and reducing health inequalities rather than seeing the NHS as an illness 
service. We will do this through policies designed to secure a healthy urban 
and rural environment. It is acknowledged that reducing health inequalities 
requires action across all social determinants of health, e.g. housing and 
employment policies. 

The traditional divide between primary care, community services, and 
hospitals - largely unaltered since the birth of the NHS - is increasingly a 
barrier to the personalised and coordinated health services patients need. 
And just as GPs and hospitals tend to be rigidly demarcated, so too are social 
care and mental health services even though people increasingly need all 
three. 

Over the next few years the NHS will increasingly need to dissolve these 
traditional boundaries. Long term conditions are now a central task of the 
NHS; caring for these needs requires a partnership with patients over the 
long term rather than providing single, unconnected 'episodes' of care. As a 
result there is now a consensus on the direction we need to take. 

We would work towards having a single budget covering health and social 
services and an integrated service. The problems with social services can be 
seen in part as demand failure. We need to create a system that helps 
citizens articulate what a good life looks like to them, and to co-produce 
solutions to help them achieve their good life. This removes the power 
imbalance between citizen and state and in addition saves money. We 
believe the direction outlined in the Barker Report 2014 is the correct one, 
with Social Care funded through the taxation and free at the point of use. 



WE NEED TO CREATE A SYSTEM THAT HELPS 
riTIZENS ARTICULATE WHAT A GOOD LIFE 
OOKS L.K, AND TO CO-PRODUCE SOLUTIONS 
TO HELP THEM ACHIEVE THEIR GOOD LIFE. 



EDUCATION & SKILLS 



Wales Green Party believes that education should provide everyone with the 
knowledge and full range of skills they require to participate fully in society 
and lead a fulfilled life. We reject market driven models of education that see 
its role only in terms of international economic competitiveness and 
preparation for work. 

Education is a right and an entitlement and should be free at the point of 
delivery to people of all ages. Education is social rather than market 
provision and we oppose any attempt to privatise state-funded schools or to 
enable them to become profit-making. 

We would restore the right of Local Authorities to plan and build new schools 
of an appropriate size for their area, allowing rural authorities to protect 
small schools and develop them as community resources, to become 
partners with nearby schools where possible, to share resources and 
specialist staff. 

In our more urban areas currently, due to the social and economic 
characteristics of different areas, placing children in their local schools can be 
a source of segregation and inequality. Therefore Local Authorities should 
aim to provide schools (particularly secondary) in their local area with a 
balanced, comprehensive intake. 



AND AN ENTITLEMENT 



AND SHOULD BE 



PEOPLE OF ALL AGES 
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YOUTH SERVICES 



The Wales Green Party is committed to ensuring that Wales has a platform 
for young people to express themselves. We believe: 

■ Youth Participation works to ensure better services, to meet genuine 
needs and avoid superfluous services. 

■ Directing finite resources ensures better services for all. 

■ Youth Participation promotes citizenship, social inclusion, education, 
development and fundamentally works to safeguard young people. 

The Wales Green Party recognises and respects the abilities of young people 
from the age of 1 6 to participate in our democratic society and would seek to 
include them by giving them the right to vote. We believe this will incentivise 
1 6 and 1 7 year olds to engage with the ballot system, giving them a societal 
responsibility and empower them to exercise their democratic right. This will 
allow young people the opportunity to influence decisions that will define 
their future and inspires active citizenship. 




VOTES FOR 
16 YEAR OLDS 



WELSH LANGUAGE, CULTURE, MEDIA & SPORT 



The Welsh language is in parts inseparable from Welsh Culture. Wales Green 
Party recognises the importance of both and supports them. We recognise 
the importance of the Welsh language in everyday life but also in culturally 
important events such as eisteddfodau and in a movement such as the Urdd. 

Culture, media and sport are three important elements through which social 
identity and a sense of community can be fostered in larger social groupings 
than those which can be sustained by personal relationships. 

Green policies would seek to democratise access to culture, media and 
sporting activities, ensuring that individuals are not excluded. Greens believe 
that culture, media and sport all have a role to play in challenging 
discrimination. 

We believe, as across all our policy, in localising where possible. Regulatory 
structures need to be applied and controlled at the most local practicable 
level. 

Our vision of developing local, sustainable economies is an essential step to 
giving Welsh-speaking communities a chance of surviving this century. Strong 
local economies are the key to the future of the Welsh language. 

We want higher standards and variety from Welsh language public 
broadcasting. However, to thrive, Welsh needs to continue to be a 
community language and to be a language of workplace and homes. 



TOURISM 



Wales is hugely attractive to tourists. The Welsh economy benefits 
substantially from the influx of people who wish to visit our amazing cultural 
heritage and our beautiful landscapes. 

Wales Green Party encourage tourists as we wish to share the benefits that 
Wales has to offer with other people. However, we want to attract visitors in 
a way that does not damage the environment, either locally or on a larger 
scale. 

We want tourists to be able to travel in a sustainable manner. We want the 
attractions they visit to be managed in such a way that they have a long-term 
future, and that the people who work in the tourist industry are properly 
remunerated for their labour. 

We believe a certification scheme that rewards true eco-tourism should be 
developed in Wales, a scheme that contributes to the development of 
international standards with other countries. We believe that we could 
become a world leader in setting these standards. 



